1 19 „7 
„ „ „ 


A FUNERAL 


SERMON 


Occaſion'd by the 


EAI H 


WS * * he Of che Reverend, 


Mr. Joſeph Maifters, 


OE Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


2 * — — — — — _ 
a wm *. e 2 
. 0 OR OS Dus w 4 We. LAS > + Fs —— — 


Preach'd ApRIL 21, 1717. 


— — _ — yy 3 5 — 
——— — = ws OI; hy . 


By IEREMIAH HunT. 


— 
* l 


The Second Edition. 


L 0 N DO N: 
Printed for R. Ford and A, Warp, and 
ſold by J. HARRISON near the Royal 
Exchange. 1717. = 4 4] 


= . * — — 


CELDT. 


P Or Sonora > 


— —— — 


a4 + 


- _ 8 
* < 
* i 
1 
«+ 
— 


< 9 * 
= = 4 9 5 * 
7 p =— 2 — * 
5 9 FO 4 
* e n 
- * Pl, 1 % 1 
3 «. Saw 4 — 1 
9 1 
P * a” 
» "4 * -4 © ” 
. 20 98 . * . 8 
7 K 39 - . 
4 5 * — * *. 1 
- 1 WE + "a 
1 — 5 4 * 15 * * i 
” * Tu "i [4 
- = 4 2 4 * FA 4 4 
mw” . « "4 8 , hy Kaze 
ge 8 &, , — ha - 
ot — 4 5 n. 5 
* 
- 
. 2 
1 : Py 
2 * R | 1 * b 
4 ** re 
: » 
* 4% , ; — RF . 
o + : 1 5», 
* 2 8 : ” 2 75 
af 12 a & 
** nr 2 . 
2 + ap * «} * 
we as 8 5 om 4 1 
- 
R 2 4 
* 1 
P j uh ” 
i , N 2 
— ” wa _ * * * A ba » 
<q, » N * 2 4. 5 * 
je 8 ; * . 1 93 1 
on? . on . 4 
Fi *% ». " * 1 " < 
* —— » * —_ * 
* © \ * * * 
2 * 
/ p 
> 
C 8 0 
* — 
— 
47 » 
4%; 
. 
* 
© * £ « 
2 - 1 . 
4 
*% 4 2 
* 4 = 2 . * a L 
2 
— . 
4 
. 
nt S . 
* u 
* 
* p * . Þ 1 * 7 7 
. , - 4 * 4 2 * M * * 
. * ++ $ # pu ku 
4; S* 4 — * Fa * 2 PLA * A 5 tt wh » * 7 6 Py oF ** 1 — Ps 
- - 1 1 . © - = 1 * 
** 4 rr 5 KO... — * » nA _— * 1 :, "7 $a OC a "» . w 7 * 
- FY 1 - 2 
. » 29 8 hs 
® - 
LR eng 
- * 
o2 * s ? 
ö Q 
* * 
. FP _ . 4 ? * ; 
No k 
* 
* # 8 4 
0 4 0 = * 
4 „n „ 4 8 5 * # # 
x : a ? 4 % * ” * * "uy r 19 ** 4 * * - © 8. - 
4 ” 1 4 d © "+. * l 7 * * 5 8 4 a 
ht * ” ; »\* g * - * pe 6. 14 » 
— 2 N s by a” * AA "ou *= "a * a , 
- - * in * 
« —— * % » AZ — - 
” 4 
4 * | a ; ** ' 5 = 4 ys 48 
Pt ee een. Weg yn CY; 43 A 
g „ > —4 7 nn e 8 ö 
* 'S . 7 1 * „ ' 
S 75 pf 7 
$ ; — d N 4 . = 4 
2. 4. Nn n rn 4%. F 


4 . N - Kat" 


[pzscENDANTS 


Of the Reverend 


Mr.  MAISTERS. 


AND THE 


|$octiry 


To which he ſtood related 2g 


"I II is owing to the Re 1 * r 
Io made me, and he great Eſteem I w_ 
| 1 Mr. Mals TERS, that I am 
babe with to make a Publication of this 
ſcourſe. Tou were pleas'd to approve of it Re 
| [preach#d, and apprehend it might be of Ser- 


I vice if publiſh'd, and with that View U ſuffer 
ſit to — abroad. 


I 


The Dedication. 1 
I ſhall ſay little of the Performance. Tou 
* his "D: cendants are ſenſible, that the 
Character I have given of 151 deſervedly 
eſteem d Father, is far from being outragicas 
and beyond Life ; Tou may juſtly complain the 
Draught is in too ſmall a Size, and not 4 
proper Length; but I am ſure ap lou the 
Original too well, to diſregard the Copy-(if in 
any Degree reſembling) though it be in Mini. 
ature. If it aſſiſis Jou in the Imitation of 
the Graces which ſhone with a peculiar Laſtre 
in Him, I gain my Wiſh, and attain my In- 
tention. | * * 2 | 
u with Regard to Ton, to whom he ſtood 
related as Biſhop, the beſt Way You can take 
#0 expreſs the Regard Tou have to the Memory 
that great Mar, is, to be influenced by His 
ine, and to imitate his Example; which | 
that Tow may do, is the ſincere and hearty | 


Prayer of, 


Your Friend and Servant, 


- 


P 


Jer, Hunt. | 


FUNERAL SERMON 
- On, the Reverend 


Mr. 1 MAISTERS. 


Fron. xiv 32. 
Bus the righteous bath F 


- Death. The Shale Verſe runs 
The wicked od —— amay in 17 hys; 


— 1 s, but the Ri Drops th Hop 
$f 2 bs Deg Nr "pt "ys 


r. k Suitablencls of theſe Words to. the 
wi _ fad and melancholy Occafion which hath 


determined me to 2 upon them, appears 
on the firſt View. To attempt the find. 
I Connexion in a Chapter made up of beautiful 
r Sentences, would be vain and ridi. 
1 ſhall therefore immediately addreſs my 
A gt re to give you the Senſe of the Words, and then 


and ſuitable Application. 
* Þ 81 To 


4 
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6 aA Funeral Sermon on gb . 
8 L Ts ſet before you che Meaning of the Text. 0 
The Term Rigbteous is ſometimes us'd in a re- b 
ſtrain'd and limited Senſe, to denote the Perſon It! 
who is diſpos d to perform to another, what Juſtice [I 
and Equity may demand, And give a rightful Claim ti 
to. UE 
In this Manner we are to underftand it, when it is fo 
made Uſe of as Part of the Character of Simeon, ne 
Luke 2. 25. And behold there was in Jeruſalem a Man I. 
whoſe Name was Simeon, and the ſame Man was dr 
juſt and devour. When the Apoſtle tells us, Rom. 5. R. 
7. For ſcarcely for a righteous Man will one die, it w 
cannot be taken in any other Meaning than to ex- Ida 
preſs one ſtrickly juſt, as the following Words make th 
appear, yet peradventure for a good Man, a kind and th 
beneficent Man, ſome would even darea die, In the th 
ſame confin'd Senſe we have the Expreffion R j#bre- cie 
ouſneſs made Uſe of in Scripture, Luke 1. 74, 75- Itw 
That we might ſerve him without l. in Holineſs and 
Righteoufut|s all the Days of our iſ6 
in other Places the Word Naber! is taken in a his 
larger Senſe, and ſignifies one who in the Diſpoſiti- 
on of his Mind, and the Government of his Life, 
is brought to a ſincere Conformity to the Divine 
Precepts. The Character of Zacharias and Eliza- 
beth is thus deſcrib'd, Luke 1, 16. And they were both G0 
righteous before God, walking i in all the Commandmentsthe 
and Ordinances of the Lord blameleſs. To enumeratgHn | 
all the Places wherein the Term Righteouſneſs 15IDe 
us d in this wide and extenſive Meaning, would bene 
endleſs, Dun. 12. 3. Mat. 5. G. Chap. 5. 20, Cc. fis e 
And chat the Expreſſion Righteous in our Text i 
is to be under ſtood in its utmoſt Latitude, will apys, 
pear. evident from the large Extent in which thaw: 
Word Wicked muſt be undeniably taken in the for- Hr. 
mer Part of the 2 to which it ſtands dire&hthe 


9 


Reverend Mr. J. MAlisTERRS. 7 

oppos d. The Riphteous hath Hope in his Death, will 
be beſt underſtood by conſidering the firſt Clauſe of 
n the Sentence. The Wicked, the Man . who in his 
e {| Temper and Life, is the Reverſe. to wh it the Na- 
m ture and Williof God recommend and enjoin, is dri- 

ven away, with Force and Violence, as Chaff is be- 
is fore a ſtrong and tempeſtuous Wind, in his Wicked- 
n, neſs, i. e. either on the Account of his Vice, and the 
an [LXX take it this Way, as appears from their ren- 
as dring the laſt Part of the Aphoriſm thus, bat the 
5- | Righteous hath Confidence in or by his Holineſs, for 
it {which Tranſlation indeed there is not the leaſt Foun- 
x- dation in the Hebrew Text: Or (which I take to be 
ke the juſteſt Interpretation) in his evil, meaning by 
nd the Expreſſion, Diſtreſs and Trouble, in which Senſe - 
he the Word is uſed by our Saviour, Mat. 6. 34. Suffi- 
te- cient to the Day is the Evil thereof; and then the 
75- two Parts of the Sentence will appear in an exact and 
and beautiful Oppoſition. That whereas the wicked, 

whatever Security he may promiſe to himſelf while 
in a his State is ſmooth, and his Circumſtances eaſie and 
ſiti· calm, when Clouds break upon him, and Diſtreſs 
life, ſon every Side invades him, has no Stand, but is 
ine murry'd away as Chaff, by the Rapidity of a violent 
a- Wind; the good Man, on the contrary, who fears 
bot God, and has Regard to his Laws, in the Time of 
;entsfthe greateſt Diſtreſs which can befal him, and even 
rateÞn that which is the moſt ſhocking to human Nature, 
s 1$Death it ſelf, feels under him a firm Foundation, 
d befand has the Support which a well-grounded Hope 

s capable of imparting, The Righteous bath Hope in 
extÞ;s Death, You ſee then the Deſign of this Remark 
| apys, to repreſent the Difference which there is be- 
1 thetween the Wicked and the Righteous in the Day of 
for. Trouble, Calamity. and Death. In diſcourſing far- 
eUlyber upon it, I ſhall, - SS. | 

of 


1 
* 
8 


FFF 


1. Give /you a fuller Account of Righteouſneſs, 
an u larger Character of a god Man. 

II. Shew in what Way this, and Sentences of the 
Uke Nature, are to be underſtoscG. 
III. Repreſent to you by what Principles. the 
Truth of this Aphorifinmay be fully evinc id. 
IW. Anſwer an Objection that may be 6ffer'd againſt 

the Truth of it. 5 


1. Give you a fulter Aecount of Righteoufneſs, 
and a larger Character f a good Man. . 
The Meaſure of Kiphreoiiſneſris Law. By which 
would be underſtood to intend; the Will of one 
who has a Right to govern us, and whoſe Power is 
ſuch as to reward the bedient, and puniſhᷣ tlie diſ- 
obedient, diſcover'd in fuch a Degree of Clearneſs, 
as is ſufficient to malte it be know to Perfons who 
give fincere Application to it. God the firſt Cauſe, 
and Maker of all Things, will be readily own'd by 
every one to be bur rightful Soverei n, arid berauſe 
Creatpr, to be poſſeſsd of Power ſlificient to ren⸗- 
der ſuch who chooſe to act agreeably to his Pleaſure 
Happy, and thoſe who run contrary to it, miſerable. 
That he has diſcover'd his Vi, wich is of the Na- 
ture of a Law to us, will appear from a moderate 
Attention to our reaſonable Make. We find upon 
a little Reflection, that as we ſtand related to God 
— is the firſt and moſt perfect Being, and the Ori 
inal of al] other Beings; and to a Variety of Crea 
tures, defiv'd from him as well as our ſelves,” man 
of which are endued with the like intelligent Pow 
ers thaf ve feel in dur own Frame; there will; ariſe 
from hefice many confiderable Offices, which wil 


« 


paring und obligatory! upon usg as long ag thy 
Relation from whence they reſult, ſnall- ontinue 


Som 


able Frame, and ought to be eſtee med by us the 


tenſion He made to a Commiſſion He receiy'd from 


Some Principles and Practices have an OS-XEQNEN | 
and Comelineſsin'then, and others on the contrary, 

have in them Uglineſs and Deformity. AndtheSight 
is not better fitted to cake in Colours, and to diſcern 
the Difference there is between one Colour and ano- 
ther, than the Underſtanding is to diſtinguiſh Good 
and Evil, at jeaſt in the greater Lines. And, wich 
Regard to the other Caſes, which, are attended 
with more Difficulty, Integrity will bea ſecure 
Guide to our Conduct. In a Word, Capacity. ũnfers 
Obligation, and this with juſt Reaſon is called the Lam 
of Nature, or the Law which is ſettled in our xeaſon- 


Voice of God, from the Obſervance of which, we 
carmot be difoblig'd, whilſt the ſame Relations re- 
muin. : 

But ſinre by the unhappy Degeneracy and Cor- 


ruption which has prevaibd among Mankind, this 
Light of Nature has been obſcur'd, and renderd 
too feeble to lead us ſo effectually to the Happinaſs 


vur Nature is capable of receiving; it hasgpleaſed 


the kind Author of our Beings, to make knen, his 


Wil to us in a Way different from the former. uhich 
is calld Revelation, And in Regard it has been inſevoml 
Parts, as well as in different: Mannors, as the, Apoſtle 
expreſſes it, Heb. 1, 1. this Law muſt accordingly 
vary: The better to help our Conception, of it 
-we may divide it into- Patriarchal,,-Moſaic, and 
Chriſtian. We are happily under the laſt, which. is 
ſo compleat and perfect, as to have occaſionꝰd the 
removing the Obligation of the· former. 

This Divine Law which we arg under; .izdeliver'd 
to us by jeſus the Meſſiah, who was ſent by the Fa- 
ther, the Firſt and the Supream, tobe our Teacher, 
-Redeemer;-Law-giver, Head and judge. The Pre- 


his 


— — 
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10 5 1 Funeral Sermon 0 the 'f 
his Father, was fully made to appear, by the Ex- 


cellency of his Doctrine, the Perfection of his Life, 
the Variety of Miracles he was empowered to work, 


the imparting the ſame Ability to his Apoſtles, the 
Reality of his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion to Hea- 
ven, and the giving of extraordinary. Gifts of the 


Holy Spirit to his Diſciples, according to his own 


Prediction, and the Promiſe of the Father. Upon 
theſe Accounts it is, that with Reaſon he expects 
we ſhould believe in him, and entertain the Inſti. 
tution he 1s the Founder of, and give up our ſelves 
to be directed and govern'd by it. In the Law of 
Faith * we have the various Inſtances and Rules of 
Duty, in Reference to God, others, and our ſelves, 
which (tho? darkened by the Pravity of human 
Conduct) the Light of Nature renders us capable 


of diſcerning in a Degree, ſet in a fuller J. ight, and 


recommended to our Practice by Divine Authority; 
and the Application of them to all the different 
Turns and Occaſions that ſpring up and ariſe in Life, 
made ſenſible and eaſie by the perfect and unſpotted 
Pattern of its Author. This Religion conſiſting of 
ſuch Precepts, as have a real Goodneſs and intrinſick 
Excellency in them, excepting Baptiſm, whereby 
we enter into the Profeſſion of it, and the Lord's 
Supper, by which we retain a Memory of the great 
Ends'of the Founder's Death ; is attended with the 
greateſt Encouragements, and enforc'd by the ſtrong- 
eſt Motives. When any by Inadvertency, Paſſion, 
and the Strength of Temptation, unhappily deviate 
from any of its Commands, a ſtanding Atonement 
is provided to animate to a Return, and give Secu- 
rity to a guilty Mind, of the Succeſs thereof; to 
which is added, an expreſs Promiſe of the Divine 


PIR 
— —— — 


* Rom. 111. 27. 1 Cor. ix. 21. 


Spirit 


ven him by his Creator, to guide and direct his 


is inſtructed therein, that Faith is not available when 


0 f f 

| | on | 

k * | 
l 
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Reverend Mr. J. MaisTzxs. 
Spirit to aſſiſt the future Conduct, and ſupport under 
all Trials this Life is incident to; and as a Reward, 
at laſt of a Crown of Glory, and an unfading Inhe- 
ritance, to be confer'd on the ſincere, who in this 
State remain'd ſtedfaſt and conſtant, and preſs'd on 


towards perfection. From the Account we have 
given of the Law of Chriftianity, we may eaſily 
draw the Character, and repreſent the Deſcription 
of a righteous Man, conſider d under this Inſtitu- 
tion, which is of the greateſt Importance and Con- 
cern to us. 

He is one who is deſirous of acting agreeable to 
the Dictates of his Reaſon, which he regards as gi- 


Actions. He is ſo far from looking upon himſelf as 
under no Obligation to a Behaviour becoming the 
Dignity of that reaſonable Nature he is endued 
with, that * whatſoever Things are true, whatſoever 
Things are honeſt, whatſoever Things are juſt, whatſo= 
ever Things are pure, whatſoever Things are lovely, 
whatſoever Things are of £ ood Report; f there be 
any Virtue, and if jy « e any Praiſe, he ſteadily 
thinks upon, and ardently purſues; ; he is firmly per- 
ſwaded, that no external Circumſtances can free 
him from the Obligation, to perform what the Na- 
ture of Things recommends to his Practice. He 
apprehends Revealed Religion to deſign his Reco- 
very to the true Perfection, and real Happineſs of 
reaſonable and intelligent Nature. 

When upon proper Grounds he is convinc'd the 
Chriſtian Doctrine to be of a Divine Original, he be- 
lieves and embraces it as ſuch, and inaſmuch as he 


unattended with good Works, the natural Producti- 


— 1 — 9 6 * 
* bs g 


E Phil. i iv. 1 
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on of it, when true and genuine; He fincerely, 
and without Referve, reſigns himſelf. to the Meaſures 
of Government the Meſſias lays down in his King- 
dom. Heentertains ſuch Sentiments, and expreſſes 
fach Affections and Behaviour to one God, and 
one Mediator, as he eonceives to be agreeable to 
Revelation. 
HFe is ſenſible ſinee this Rekgion comes from God, 
who knows the Heart, and 1s intended to give Di- 
rection to the inward Inclinatiens, Deſires, and 
Deſigns, that he is obliged, as far as may be, to re- 
gafate them; and therefore he makes it his great 
Concern, by the Divine Aid, to ſuppreſs every 
criminal Thought, and lay a Reftraint upen ever 
immoderate Defire. He is well aſſur'd, that this 
moſt effectual Method to compaſs this, 15 by fer- 
vent Prayer, and conſtant Endeavour, to gain 2 
Gyiritual Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind. He 

erefore frequently converſes with Heaven, to get 
a juſt Contempt of Earth, and that with greater 
Faſe he may rein and manage his Aﬀeftions to che 
Objekts of his preſent Life. 

Above all he is ſolicitous, to mike it ent d 


His oon Mind, that he is fineere, | For thös Rea- 


Ton he takes a View of the Law of Faith in its pro- 
per Extent, and in Regard that the ſame Authority 
mmand, recommends the 
Praftice of the whole, without fixing upon the Pre- 
cepts which may be attended wich — leaſt Diffi- 
culty, to him, Ms difcarding others, which may 
run more eounter to bis Ge, he endea- 
yours to render an untverſal Submiſſion to the Bi- 
vine Will, and in a particular Manner guards agaimt 
thoſe Weakneſſes, to which, through the ſtrong 
Byafs of his * Temper, he may lie moſt open 
33 ol , 
* 


| 
| 
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Reverend Mr. J. MaisTERs, = 13 
He carefully regards the Principles he acts from ; 


and what he does in Religion, is not to be ſeen of 


Men, and gain Applauſe, but that he may approue 
himſelf to God, and have the Satisfaction which 
ariſes from a calm and ſerene Mind. He does not 
ſpeak of Religion, and mean the World. The great 
Motive which influences him is not deriv'd from 
2 World, but taken from the Proſpect of the 
other. | „5 
And fince this Religion to which He deſires to 
conform, recommends the making conſtant Progreſs, 
and preſſing after a State of Perfection; he continually. 
endeavours to grow in Knowledge, with a Deſign 
he may advance in Holineſs, The bare performance 
of the Duties of Chriſtianity, does not fatisfie and 
content him ; the doing them with the greateſt eaſe 
(every degree of Reluttance being remov'd) and in. 
the beſt manner, is his daily Aim, and ſteady Pur- 
ſuit. For this purpoſe, he ever implores the Aſ- 
ſiſtances of the Spirit of God. Ks” 20} 
In a Word, knowing, that it is neceffary in order 
to reach the peculiar Reward promis'd in the Go- 
ſpel; to remain firm and ſtedfaſt, this is the concern 
which lies neareſt his Heart, and which awakens in 
him the greateſt Solicitude he ever feels, that he 
may hold out and perſevere, till he arrives ſafe to 
the Crown of Life. 


II. Having thus given You the draught of a righ- 
teous Man, m that Point of View, in which Chriſti- 
anity repreſents him; I proceed to the ſecond Head, 
which was to ſhow, in what way this, and Senten- 
ces of the like Nature are to be underſtoed, 
When moral Remarks are form'd, drawn off by 
long and cloſe Application to the courſe of Things, 


"0 


* couſequences of 4 and the plain and ex- 


preſs 
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\ preſs Declarations of the Divine Will; that there are 
1 a few Exceptions running counter, will be no real 
Þ Prejudice againft their Truth, fince it is a ſettled 
it Rule, by which they are explain'd, that they for 
1 the moſt Part, and in the general, hold Goc d. 

ll That there ſhould be ſome rare Exceptions, may 
i} ariſe from ſome peculiar and uncommon Circumſtance 
Wo of rhe Caſe, - Beſides, in Sentences of a moral Nature, 


| there may bea conſiderable Difference in the degree 
i of the ſuppos'd Characters. To illuftrate this by 
1 Inſtances, Train up a Child in the Way he ſhould go, and 
. when he is old he will not depart from it. The deſign 
ö . of the Aphoriſm is, to ſhow the Force and Continu- 

; ance of early Principles and Habits, ſome Examples 
you have of bearing down their powerful Influence, 
ariſing from peculiar Genius, or unuſual Accidents ; 


| 

| 

i" but generally, and for the moſt Part, the Obſervati- p 

{8 on 1s found true in Experience. In like manner, |, 

N when Solomon remarks in the Text, That the wicked | , 

's driven away in his Evil, but the righteous hath |. 

lope in his Death; it is not enough to mvalidate the | , 

1 Truth of this Proverb, that you may have ſome 1 
1 (tho' few) Inſtances to the contrary, eſpecially, 

{1K when there is Place for ſuch different Degrees in the |, 

if | two Characters. I come now, © ſ 

38 III. To repreſent to you, by what Principles the 5 

| j | Truth of this Aphoriſm (taking in the foregoing f 


Is Rule) may be fully evinc'd; and I ſhall attempt 
| te ſhow it in the Light of Nature, and Divine Re- 
'F velation. | 


j I. The Light of Nature will ſerve to evidence 
| the Truth of it. By the ſame way we arrive to the | 
Knowledge of the Being of a God, the firſt Cauſe of 
all other Beings ; we gain ſome Ry” 

5 (t 


o the 
iſe of 
ions 


(tho 


Reverend My. J. MaisSTERs. 15 
(tho' imperfect) of the Excellencies of his Nature, 
and cannot but conceive Him as well Righteous 
and Holy, as Wiſe and Powerful, and the Stan- 
dard of Imitation to all the Beings, who are endued 
with Power capable of attaining the Acknowledg- 
ment of his Exiſtence. We cannot avoid being con- 
vinc'd, that He has a Right to govern us, and give 
Meaſures to regulate our Behaviour. The Appre- 
henſion that He muſt be pleas'd with the Perſons, 
who endeavour to be acquainted with his Will, and 
comply with it; and on the contrary, have reſent- 
ment to ſuch, who negle& to regard his Pleaſure, 
and be brought. to a reſemblance of him, which in 
a Degree they are made capable of attaining, lies 
too obvious, and is too eaſie not to be clearly diſ- 
cern'd, and readily admitted. The greater ftrokes 
of moral Good and Evil, lie too open to eſcape No- 
tice; and the Beauty of the one, and Deformity of 
the other, is ſo clear as to make the former to be 
attended with Satisfaction of Mind, and Expettati- 
on of Favour, when comply'd with; and the latter, 
when committed, with Chagrin and fear of Divine 
Diſpleaſure. 3 
This the wiſe Heathens acknowledge, and with 
admirable Skill, and inimitable Elegance of Dreſs, 
ſome of them deſcribe the frightful Horrors of a 
guilty Mind, and paint the delightful Calm and 
pleaſing Hope of a Mind adorned with Purity and 
Virtue. 3 
Theſe Fears of the Wicked, and Expectations of 


the Righteous, have been manag'd happily enough 


by ſome Writers; as an Argument to render probable 

he Diſtribution of future Rewards and Puniſhments. 

It is true indeed, that by the variety of Amuſe- 

ments, which the Vicious make uſe of to divert ſeri- 

dus Thought, and cool 5 they can * 
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ſhif to be tolerably well at eaſe with themſelyes, 


whilſt Proſperity ſmiles upon them, and Affairs 90 


on ſmoothly; but when the Scene varies, and Bi- 
fireſs awakens the Mind to a review of their Acti- 
ons, they feel racking Fears and torturing Pangs to 
ariſe in their diſturbd Conſcienees, On the con- 
trary, the Righteous, conſcious of having a ſincere 
Deſire, and conſtant Endeavour to approve them- 
ſelves to the firſt Cauſe, their Creator and Gover- 
nour, from an Apprehenſion of his Goodneſs, ean- 
not but be free from Horror, and entertain an Ex- 
pectation of being diftinguiſh'd by Marks of Favour 


in another State, in Proportion to the Light, where- 


in that State is repreſented to them. This may, 


II. Be made farther to appear, by plain and e ex- 
preſs Places of Holy Scripture. 

He will keep the Feet of his Saints, and FR Wicked 
ſhall be ſilent in Darkneſs, for by Strength ſhall no Man 
prevail, The Adverſaries of the Lord ſhall be broken 
to Pieces, out of Heaven ſhall He thunder upon them. 


+ My Difence is of God, which ſevett-the Upright in | 


Heart, God judgeth the Righteous, and God is angry 
with the Wi ol every Day. If he turn not, he will 
het his Sword, he hath bent his Bow, and made it 
ready. Again, i The Wicked ſhall be turned into Hell; 
and all the Nations that forget God, ** The Lord 
trieth the Righteous, but the Wicked, and him that 
loveth Violence, his Soul hateth. Upon the Wicked he 
ſhall rain Snares, Fire and Brimſtone, and an horri- 
ble Tempeſt : this ſhall be the Portion of their Cup. 
For the Righteow Lord loveth * his Coun- 


— 
— — 


** ; * * . 


„ Sam. ii. 9,10 f. Pſalm vii. x 10, 11 12. nin, 
_ Plaſma xi. 596, 7 | '> Þ 
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tenance doth behold the Upright. * Many are the Af. 


flitions of the Righteous, but the Lord delivereth him 


out of them all. — Evil ſhall lay the Wicked. + Mark 
the perfett Man, and behold the Upright, for the end of 
that Man is Peace. But the Tranſpreſſors ſhall be de- 


ſtroyed together, the end of the Wicted ſhall be cut off. 


But the Sal vat ien of the Righteous is of the Lord, be 
is their Strength in the Time of Trouble. Again, || The 
Righteouſneſs of the Perfect ſhall direft bis May: But 
the Wicked ſhall fall by bis own Wickedneſs, The Righ- 
reouſneſs of the Upright ſhall deliver them: But Tranſ- 

ſhall be taken in their own naughtineſs. When 
a wicked Man dieth, his Expect ation ſhall periſh, and the 
Hope of unjuſt Men periſheth, And to name no more 
out of the Old Teſtament (for it would be endleſs to 
cite from thence all the Paſſages which are proper to 
our preſent Argument) the Prophet Iſaiah deſcribes, 
* The Wicked like the troubled Sea, when it cannot 
reſt, whoſe Waters caſt up Mire and Dirt. And adds, 
There is no Peace, ſaith my God, to the Wicked, On 
thecontrary, God is introduc'd ſaying, I dwell in the 


| high and holy Place, with him alſo that is of a contrite 


and humble Spirit, to revive the Spirit of the Humble 
and to revive the Hearts of the contrite Ones. | 
The ſame ſtrain runs thro? the Chriſtian Doctrine. 
+ Bleſſed are they which do hunger and thirſt after 
Righteouſneſs : For they ſhall be filled. Bleſſed are the 


pure in Heart: For they (alone) ſhall ſee God, |||| Fol- 


low Peace with all Men, and Holineſs, without which 


no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. *** Nuom ye not that the 
Unrighteoxs ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God. And 


4 
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* Pſalm xxxiv. 19, 21. f Pſalm xxxvii. 3), 38, 39. || Prov. : 


ri. 5. ** Ifa, lvii. 20, 21, ver. 15, t Mat. v. 6, 8. ||| Heb. 
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Again, That they which do ſuch Things ſhall not inherit 
the Kingdom of God, but the Fruit of the Spirit ih 
Love, Peace, Joy, &c. * To them who by patient 
Continuance in well doing, ſeek for. Glory and Honour, 
and Immortality, eternal Life : But unto them that are 
vont ent ious, and du not obey the Truth, but obey Unrigh- 
geouſneſs, Indignation and Wrath, Tribulation and An- 
guiſh upon every Soul of Man that doth Evil, to the Jew 
frft, and alſo to the Gentile, But Glory, Honour and 
Peace to every Man that worketh good, to the Jew firſt, 
and alſo to the Gentile, for there is no Neſpect of Perſons 
with God. And when our Saviour had finiſh'd the 
admirable Diſcourſe which is called his Sermon on 
the Mount, he adds, f Whoſoever heareth theſe Say- 
ings of mine and doth them, I will liken him unto the 
wiſe Man, which built his Houſe upon 4 Rock And the 


Rain deſcended, and the Floods came, and the Winds. 
blew and beat upon that Houſe, and it fell not, for it 


was founded upon a Rock. The Righteous hath Hope in 
bis Death. And every one that heareth theſe: Sayings 
of mine, and doth them not, ſhall be likened unto 4 
foolsſh Man, which built his Houſe upon the Sand: and 
the Rain deſcended, and the Floods. came, and the Winds 
blew and beat upon that Houſe, and it fell, and great 
was the Fall thereof. The wicked is driven away in his 
Evil. I proceed now to the 4th and laſt - Head. 


IV. To anfwer an Objection that may be offer'd 
againſt the Remark the wiſe Man makes in our Text, 
The Wicked is driven away in his Euil, but the Ryghte- 
our Man hath Hope in his Deat d. * 

Do we not often find the Righteous to droop and 
ſink in a Time of Trouble and Diſtreſs, ond appear 
as if their Hope fail'd, as well as their Heart and 
— — —ITITRT — —— 
_.* Rom. 2. 7,8, 9. Þ Mat. 7. 24, 25,26, 27. 
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Fleſh? Does not the devout Pſalmiſt complain of 
the Proſperity of the Wicked, that there are ne 
Bands in their Death, but their Strength is firm, they 
art not in Trouble like other Men, neither are they pia 


gued as other Men, Pfal. 73. 3, 4, 5. and in the 12th 


Verſe, Behold theſe are the ungodly, who proſper in 
the World, they increaſe in Riches? + Jn] 
To give a full Reply to this Objeftion would 
require a long Diſcourſe, I ſhall therefore offer on- 
ly ſuch Hints as may ſerve to abate the Force of the 
Difficulty, if not entirely remove it. Not to re- 
peat what we before mention'd, that a few Excepti - 
ons are not a juſt and reaſonable: Prejudice againſt 
the Truth of this Aphoriſm ; it is poſſible that we 
who judge by Appearances may be miſtaken, and ap- 
prehend, through Miſrepreſentations, a Perſon wicł- 


ed who deſerves not really that Character; and 


another who is of our Perſwaſion, and has our pe- 
culiar Turn of Thought, righteous, when he only 
skilfully wears the Mask. But admit we judge ac- 
cording to the juſtneſs of Character, we are liable 
to miſtake the Caſe another Way: We may take 
Sturdineſs of Temper, and Sullenneſs of Humour 
in the Man of Vice, to be Peace and Compoſedneſg 
of Mind ; and the Mixture of Fear which attends 
the Death of ſome good Men, in an Affair of no 
leſs Importance than Eternal Happineſs, to be an 
entire Failure of Hope ; when between theſe, upon 
Reflection we ſhall ind a wide Difference. Beſides, 
there are ſo many Degrees in the different Cha- 
rafters of wicked and righteous, that the former 
depending on ſome good Actions which they have 
done; and the latter, conſcious of numberleſs Im- 
perfections which have attended their Life, at leaſt 
at ſome Intervals, and in a few Inſtances, may fall 
into a Miſtake of their real and proper State, and 

yet 


20 aA Funeral Sermon on the 
yet no reaſonable Ground to call the Truth of this 
Remark into Queſtion. We-may farther add, that 
the Righteous may for a Time ſeem to be in ſuch 
deep Diftreſs of Mind, as to have Support clean 
removed from them (Pſal. 78. 8.) and yet, as 
the Pſalmiſt expreſſes it (Pſal. 37. 6.) God ſhall at 
laft bring forth their Righteouſneſs as the Light, and 
their Judgment as the Noon-day. Moreover, there 
may be peculiar Reaſons aflign'd, why ſome good 
Men may want a confiderable Degree of Hope, 
and yet the Aphoriſm be regarded as generally 
true. They may not have formed ſo clear and di- 
ſtint a Knowledge of the Principles of Religion 
as is neceſſary to this Purpoſe ; and may be fo un- 
happy as to labour under the Inconvenience of Me- 
lancholy in their Make and Complexion. And 
with Regard to the Paſſages cited out of the Pſalm, 
compos'd by Aſaph; which ſeem to be the main 
Streſs of the Objection, if we duely attend to them, 
we ſhall find their true Meaning to lie another Way, 
The Prophet falling under great and conſiderable 
Trials, and remarking at that Time the Proſperity 
of the Wicked, had a great Variety of irregular 
Emotions ſpringing up in himſelf, J was envious at 
the fooliſh; and, as is natural when a Crowd of 
Thoughts ariſe in the Mind, deeply tinCtur'd with 
Uneaſineſs and peculiar Sorrow, he makes ſad and 
heavy Complaints ; But as for me, my Feet were al- 
moſt gone, my Steps had well nigh ſlipt: Theſe are the 
ungodly who proſper in the World. Verily I have clean- 
fed my Heart in vain, and waſh'd my Hands in fr 
cence. Are all theſe Turns of Thought ſuch as are 
to be entertain'd by us as ſtrictly true? No, they are 
heighten'd beyond due Bounds, by the Diſorder 
which the Affections had rais'd in his Mind, ver. 22. 
So fooliſh was I and ignorant. How he ds 
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he tells us, ver. 17. I went into the Sanctuary of God, 
then und erſtood I their End ; ſurely thou didſt ſet them 
in ſlippery Places, thou caſteſt them down into Deſtrutti- 
on. Nom are they brought into Deſolation, as in 4 
Moment, hey are utterly conſumed with Terrors. Thus 
| have finiſh'd the explicatory Part, and nothing 
now remains, but 


II. To make proper and ſuitable Application. 

1. From what we have offer'd we may remark, the 
Weakneſs and Hazard of the Hope of Wicked Men, 

By Hope is meant an Expectation of Good, and 
as it refers to God, in a Way agreeable to his Na- 
ture, and the Declarations of his Will; and unleſs 
it be thus regulated, it is no other than vain Pre- 
ſumption. Whether the Wicked have a real Hope 
or only a Feint, may admit Diſpute, The Ex- 


pectation which at any Time they would make 


others believe they have, is form'd upon general 
and indiſtinc Ideas of Divine Mercy, and ſeems 
to ariſe rather from an Inclination which there is 
in human Nature, in an uneaſie Turn of Thought, 
to fly to any Thing which may afford Relief, than 


a Sufficiency diſcern'd in the Principle; as appears 


from a Backwardneſs they expreſs to enter into 
ſerious Reflection, and a ready Engagement in all 
the Diverſions of Senſe, whereby they may leſſen 
and abate the Uneaſineſs which they are ſenſible 
would ariſe from the View of their irregular Beha- 
viour. But ſuppoſe they do really entertain a Hope, 
how unreaſonably ſanguine muſt that ExpeCtation 
be, which is conceived againſt the Courſe of Things, 
the Nature of God, and the expreſs Declarations 
of his Pleaſure to Mankind? Abraham did indeed 
hope againft Hope: He did believe he ſhould have an 
Heir, though it was contrary to the uſual Courſe of 
Tg - "m0 Na- 
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Nature, yet he had the expreſs Promiſe of God, 
who is the Author of that Nature, and who 1s ever 
faithful to his Word. But theſe Perſons who have 
continually affronted him, and infring'd the equita- 
ble Laws he has given them, have no Reaſon to ima. 
gine he will ſtay the Courſe of Things, or prevent 
the uſual Reſult of Actions in their Favour, contrary 
to the Plan and Scheme he has wiſely fix*d and ſettled. 
Much leſs that he ſhould lay aſide his Nature, and 
ceaſe to be righteous and holy, and to make a Di- 


ſtinction (as becomes a wiſe Governour) between 


ſuch as ſincerely ſerve him, and thoſe who wilfully 
and impenitently offend ; and that too againſt the 
cleareſt Declarations of his Word. Good God! 
That any who are calPd rational, ſhould entertain 
ſo ungrounded and deluſive a Hope, and in ſo im- 
portant an Affair; a Concern of ſuch vaſt Conſe- 
quence, as Support under the greateſt Diſtreſs, and 
Hope in Death of a future Reward of endleſs and 
inexpreſſible Happineſs. Suffer me therefore, 
2. To apply to ſuch who are ſo unhappy as to en- 
gage in a ſinful Courſe of Life. 

There is nothing, one would think, ſhould have 
greater Force of Argument to prevail with you, 
to break off immediately that Courſe of Vice you 
are engaged in, than the Dread and Horror, An- 
guiſh and Deſpondency of Mind, you are likely to 
fall into, at a Time when you will ſtand in moſt 
need of Relief. You it may be now are in a vigo- 
rous State of Health, all Things around. you are eaſie 
and proſperous, your Spirits lively and brisk ; and with 
ſo mighty a Reliſh you take in the Sweets and Com- 
forts of this Life, as that you have no more Leiſure' 
than Inclination for ſerious Thought and calm Re- 
fleftion, But ſince the Wicked is driven away in his Evil, 
what a Change will there be when great Trouble and 
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Calamity aſſault you, and whether you defire it or 
no, your Mind ſhall be forc'd to Attention? When 
the outward Objects loſe their former Power to 
charm, and your Thoughts are calld inward, how 
ſad and bitter then will the Remembrance be, of 
thoſe Sins which were committed by you with Plea- 
{ure and Greedineſs ? | | 

Will you not then look upon them with the ut- 
moſt Horror of Mind, and fearful Expettation of 
Judgment, and fiery Indignation to conſume? And 
with a thouſand Times you had not been fo fooliſh 
as to have committed. them ? Will not a dead] 
Damp then pierce your guilty Soul? How, when 
your Conſcience is alarm'd, and nothing to di- 
vert its fad and bitter Reproaches, will you have 
Courage to look up to a righteous and angry God ? 
Will not the Terror of the Almighty make you 
afraid, and occaſion you to ſhrink back and cleave 
faſt to this Life, till with Force and Violence you are 
hurried away ? To imagine only the laſt and diſmal 
Scene of a ſenſible Sinner's dying ; a Mind wounded: 
with Guilt and Anguiſh, looking up with Marks of 
ſad Diſmay to an incenſed God, receiving no other 
Returns from him (though otherwiſe kind and good) 
than piercing Arrows which ſtick faſt, rankle and 
feſter, claſping with Horror the Phantom-World 
which now deludes his Graſp, and feeling to his 
Amazement his Ground give Way and yield; would 
raiſe great Compaſſion in a Perſon of Humanity : 
and ſhall it not, Sinner, excite Concern in thee, 


- when thou art in Danger of having it thy own Caſe ? 


Can'ſt thou in a careleſs Manner go on in the Ways 
of Sin, when thou haſt ſo much Reaſon to appre- 
hend the Iſſue and Conſequence will be ſo unhappy ? 
Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye die in ſuch Diſtreſs, and 
pals into greater afterwards, 

* on 5 D 2 3. This 
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3. This Argument recommends Religion, and 
is a powerful Motive and great Encouragement to 
a righteous and holy Life. | . 

It is Part of the Character of a wife and conſide- 
rate Man, to make the beſt Provifion poſſible againſt 
all the Obſtructions to his Peace and Aappineſs, 
which may at any Time ſpring up and ariſe ; as well 
as purſue conftantly what may make for his real Sa- 
tisfaction, and laſting Tranquility. And fince it 
is impratticable, in paſſing through this Life, to 
avoid falling under Diſtreſs and Calamity, and at laft 
Death, he ſedately conſiders what will beſt ſupport 
and conduct him through that needful Time, and 
in Regard he has the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to believe 
the righteous and good Man has the Advantage 
lying on his Side, he carefully preſſes after the 
Charatter ; being ſenfible there is nothing of greater 
Moment and Concern to him, than Peace and Calm- 
neſs of Mind in Life, and Support and Comfort in 
Death. He takes all proper Methods to ftrengthen 
and fortify his Reſolution, and when the Degree of 
Hope and Comfort in the Time of Death, bears a 
tuitable Proportion to the Advances which are made 
in Righteouſneſs, he purfues with Vigour, Increaſe 
and Improvement, With this View he often repre- 
fents to his Mind the Guilt and Horror which ac- 
company the Death of bad Men, and thereby gives 
new Life to the Purpoſes he before had form'd, 
to decline and ſhun Temptations to Sin ; and, 
on the contrary, the Calmneſs and Serenity of good 
Men, the inward Peace and Comfort they feel, 
the humble Confidence with which they can look 
up to a merciful God, whom they in Sincerity (tho? 
in Imperfection) have ſerv'd, their Readineſs to ſub- 
mit to his Will-in quitting this World, and all that 
is dear and valuable to them in it, and their re- 
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ſigning in Hope their Spirit unto God: He repre- 
ſents, I ſay, theſe Things to himſelf, that he may 
be encourag'd to make Advancement, and continue 


conſtant in a good Life, For the ſame Purpoſe 
] ſhall take the Liberty to give you ſome Account 
of the Reverend Mr. MalsT ERS. 15 
He was train'd up at Oxford, under the Care of 
Dr. Goodwin, at a Time when the Seeds of Religi- 
ous Practice, with a Concern equal to that which 
was expreſs'd to advance in Letters, were thrown 
into young and tender Minds. How they were 
receiv'd by this great Man, the Influence they had 
on his future Condutt ſufficiently diſcovers. By the 
Force of them he quitted the Advantages of which 
he might have form'd a reaſonable Expectation, and 
at an Age too when they commonly appear the moſt 
alluring ; and choſe to run all Riſques, rather than 
act contrary to his Light, a happy Preſage of future 
Eminence. | 15 
God by the natural Abilities he endued him with, 
ſeem'd to deſign him for conſiderable Service. He 
was bleſs'd with a native Modeſty and Mildneſs 
of Temper, which were improv'd by Care, and 
heighten'd by Religion, His Fancy was clear and 
lively, and continu'd with him to an Age when uſu- 
ally it takes its Flight from Men; and it was ſo well 
conducted by him, that it was not ſuffered to out-run 
Correctneſs of Thought, and Exactneſs of 
ment. His Memory was ſo ftrong, that the Abate- 
ment of it could not be well diſcerned by others, 
any conſiderable Time before his Removal, | 
His acquir'd Talents, the long Courſe of Preach- 
ing, for above the Space of fifty Years, which Pro- 
vidence call'd him to, will beft diſcover. Since | 
have had the Happineſs of being acquainted with it, 
have heard the good Man treat from this Place, on 
| Con- 
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Converſe with Heaven, by the Divine Spirit, in 
Strains ſo high (though the Draught of his own 
Experience) as in another would have put me in 
Pain, fearing the Management, and doubting the 
Event; when with the greateſt Skill he has guarded 
againſt the wild Airs and extravagant Flights of 
—Eanthuſiaſm. He has with Clearneſs opened the 
beauteous Scenes of the Grace of the Goſpel, but 
ever with a View to make them the happy Means 
(by the Agency of the Spirit) of transforming Mens 
Minds to the Beauties of Holineſs, If what the A- 

ftle aſſerts, is true (as undoubtedly it is) 2 Tim. 3. 
16. That all Scripture given by Inſpiration of God, is 
profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Cyrrection, 
for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, that the Man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good Works ; 
The large and wide View he had of the Sacred 
Writings, muſt render him greatly accompliſh'd 
for this Part of the Miniſterial Office. 

The conſtant Intercourſe which by Prayer he 
maintain'd with Heaven, join'd to a large Experi- 
ence of human Life, gave him an uncommon 
Ability of offering up to God ſuitable Addreſſes 
for others, on particular and ſpecial Occaſions, 
But let us leave the Preacher, and trace the 
Chriſtian : He knew the juſteſt Sentiments of Re- 
vealed Religion, and the higheſt Flights of Devo. 
tion, would not entitle him to the Character of a 
righteous Man, and give him Hope in his dying 
Minutes, if he did not add to them all the Virtues 
of the Chriſtian Life. He therefore, by the Aids 
of the Divine Spirit, carefully improved them to 
the Height that may render him a fit Example for 
others. 2 Tis | 9 15 


He was mild and gentle, humble and modeſt, 


temperate and ſober, to a Degree not commonly 
at- 
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attain'd. His Love extended to ſuch as did bear 
the Image of God, though they thought in a Way 
different from him. All relative Duties were ſo 
well perform'd by him, that 'tis with Difficulty I 
mention the Father, the Paſtor, and the Friend; 
becauſe they muſt excite Grief in the Breaſts of 
many. In his Deportment he was modeſt and 
grave, yet pleaſant and courteous, Virtues hardly 
prattic'd by Perſons of his advanc'd Years, His 
Candour was remarkable ; when the Miſcarriages of 
any who ought to have been ſhining Lights to others 
reach'd his Ear, he took Occafion from thence to 
praiſe the Divine Goodneſs to him, and though his 
Concern for the Honour of Religion, and the Re- 
covery of the Perſon was conſpicuous, yet he was 
far from expreſſing a Delight to inſult and aggra- 
vate beyond Meaſure, He had no ſuch Stains of his 
own to colour over, as might induce him to ma ke 
Uſe of ſo artſul a Conduct. In a Word, he was fo 
happy as to paſs a Life of almoſt 77 Years without 
a Blemiſh : Bleſſed Saint! Uncommon Inſtance! 
Worthy our Imitation ! So beautiful even 1s this 
imperfect Sketch of ſo amiable a Life 

His Death was equally remarkable: When he 
had faithfully ſerved his Lord, in a conſtant though 
filent Manner (a long Tract of Time of above 50 
Years) a few Months before his Death, he fell un- 
dera Decay of Nature, without any conſiderable 
Senſe of Pain, or Uneaſineſs of Sickneſs. When 
paid him a Viſit, three Days before his Deceaſe, he 
appear'd perfectly ſerene and calm: The Hope he 
expreſsd of future Happineſs, was not the rap- 
turous Aſſurance of ſome Chriſtians, of leſs Extent 
of Thought; the humble and knowing Saint own- 
ing his many Imperfeftions, had Recourſe to the 
Merits and Interceſſion of his Lord, When I was 


go- 


28 Funeral Sermon on the © 
going to take my Leave of him, he took the by the 
Hand, and gave me a ſteddy and piercing Look, 
whieh had in it a Mixture of Concern; I am ſo 
weak (ſays he) that I cannot now fo well pray in 
my Family : The good Man thought it ftrange 
that the Intercourſe he had maintain'd with God in 
his Family ſo many Years, ſhould be interrupted, 


little thinking his kind Father would ſo ſoon turn 


his Prayer into Praiſe. The Manner of his dying 
was ſuch as in the Letter agreed to the Account 
Seripture gives of the Departure of true Chriſtians, 
viz; falling aſleep in Jeſus. And now having men- 
tion'd his Death, it will be Time to addreſs, 

4. To you his Relatives, and I would recom- 
mend to you the calming your Grief. You have 
the greateſt Reaſon to expreſs a Care that your Sor- 
row may not ſwell too high, and grow immoderate, 
and by breaking all Pap 6 Bounds, occaſion you to 
offend your heavenly Father; you are far from 
ſorrowing as they who have no Hope. Were it not 
that I am ſenfible of the unavoidable Weakneſs of 
human Nature, when a dear and valuable Father 
is taken away and remoy'd by Death; I would have 
adviſed you to rejoyce on this Occaſion in the Di- 
vine Goodneſs. If you had fat down, and coolly 
thought what your Affection would have invited 
you to defire (if directed by a regular Judgment 
to render the Life and Death of a Father deſerved- 
ly eſteemed by you, remarkably happy; you could 
ſcarce have imagin'd any Thing which the Divine 
Goodneſs did not indulge to him: And ſhall not 
this Reflection lead you, not only calmly to ſub 
mit and reſign to the Will of God, but alſc 
gratefully to acknowledge, and delightfully re 
joice, in his peculiar and diſtinguiſhing Favour 
When you find a Tide of Grief return upon you 
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he which for the preſent bears down all before it, after 
ok, ic is a little alay'd, call into your Thoughts what 
fo you have been for ſeveral Years Witneſſes to ; the 
in moving Complaints the departed Saint made of the 
18e | Imperfettion of this State of Temptation and Sor- 
in row, the Cares and Solicitudes he had to attain the 
ed, | End of his Faith, the Salvation of his Soul, and the 
urn warm and fervent Deſires he offer'd up to his Heaven- 
ng ly Father, that when the earthly Tabernacle of this 
unt Houſe were diſſolved, be might have a Building of God, 
ns, a Hon fe = ot made with Hands, 7 Cor 5. . and then 
en- repitie if you can at his lte Removal to the Joy of 
© | Lord. How much Reaſon, have you, unleſs you 
m- ¶ would incur the Guilt of Ingratitude, to bleſs God 
ave] that he continued fo long, the wiſe and Man 
507 -¶ to lead you, by bis Inſtruction and Example, into 
ate, the Path of true and real Happineſs, and guard you 
1 tOff againſt the deluding Snares of a deceitful World, 
* he was for ſo many Vears before his Depar- 
"0th cure, ripe and mature for the State of Reſt and 
cher] When you call to Mind the endearing Manage- 
avel ment of the pious Man, and ten thouſand engaging 
Dif Circumſtanees occur to your Thoughts, from the 
Olly} Place which once knew him, and now knows him 
itedf no more, take Care that 775 avoid Exceſs of 
ent) Sorrow, whereby you would diſpleaſe bimzif he 
ved. could be ſuppos d ſenſible of it, and which iS mote, 
ouldl offend. your kind and gracious God. Give rather 
vine this Turn to your Thought, there I have ſeen him 
not expreſs the Ornament of a. meek and humble Spi- 
ſubJ rit, here I have known him conceal the e 
alſq of a Parent, that he might with greater Succel 
rey impart bis wiſe and prudent Advice; in thi Place 
ur Jthavye heard him with a a Ra Flame 1 
you his, 
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his Devotion to the Divine Throne, mingling there- 1 
in a generous Love and tender Concern for the Hap- 1 
pineſs of Mankind, Thus trace his Virtues, and f 
: way the Impreſſion of them deep upon your Mind, | 
at you may be the better capable of reſembling 
him, ſo far as he did our Bleſſed Redeemer. 
35. Now give. me Leave to recommend to you, 
wo for many Years have fat under his publick 
Inſtructions, to recollect the plain and uſeful Diſ- 
courſes he entertain'd you with, in Order to be the 
better directed in your Conduct. You need not be 
inform'd, that we are accountable for the Neglect 
or Improvement of a faithful Miniſtry, and you 
cannot pretend the Force of his Doctrine was aba- 
ted by Want of Circumſpettion in his own Beha- 
viour: He was far from laying before you any juſt 
Occaſion of Offence ; he was a bright and ſhining 
Light, and it will be expe&ed you ſhould produce 
Fruit anſwerable to ſuch a Cultivation. As the 
ame of the wicked ſhall rot, the Memory of the juſt 
is bleſſed, To retain the Remembrance of the good 
Man, in the beſt Manner, is to put on the ſame 
q Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Good- 
1 neſs, Faith, e Meekneſs, and Temperance, which ap- 
4 peared conſpicuous in him. 
Suffer me to adviſe you to be cemented one to 
4 another by mutual Love, and reziprocal Forbear- 
1 ance: expreſs a condeſcending Behaviour to each 
4 other, and when it is difficult to ſettle in your 
1 Choice of a Perſon to ſucceed one ſo eminent as 
1 Mr. MaisrERSs, take Care that you do not, after 
you have made your Choice, occaſion any Uneaſi- 
neſs to him, by invidious Compariſon, whereby you 
will make his Work go on with leſs Pleaſure to him, 
und Advantage to your ſelves, Though he may 1 
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be equal in all Reſpects to his Predeceſſor, he may 
however be rendered, by the Bleſſing of God, very 
ſerviceable; for though Paul planteth, and Apollos 
wat ereth, God (alone) gives the Increaſe, | 
I ſhall put an End to this Diſcourſe, 

6. By recommending to every one preſent a ſe- 
rious Reflection upon the Text, the plain Deſign of 
which is to ſhew the viſible and remarkable Diffe- 
rence between bid and good Men, when they are 
under Trouble, and eſpecially when they come to 
die. The one will fall under Guilt and Horror, 
will cling to this World, and be unwilling to leave 
it, and dread entring upon another, which they 
can't poſſibly avoid; and though while Death was 
at a Diſtance, they could make a Mock of Sin, and 
paſs their Life in thoughtleſs Gaiety, yet now it 
makes its Approach towards them in good Earneſt, 
their Heart melts within them, and Amazement 
and Terror ſeize them, and they have not any 
Support in this needful Time from their former 
Hope, which now like the Spider's Web, is ſwept 
away. The other, on the contrary, have great 
Eaſe and Comfort, and ſometimes Tranſport of 
Joy, from the Reflection upon a holy and religi- 
ous Courſe of Life, and comfortable Hope that 
God will ftand by them and ſupport them in Di- 
ſtreſs; and even when they paſs through the Vale 
of Death, they can look up with an, humble 
Confidence to God, and expect Favour from him, 
and the Reward of an mcorruptible Crown of 


Glory and Happineſs, Let us then be perſwa- 
ded to purſue the Charatter of the righteous, that 
we may gain theſe great Advantages, and though 
weak Perſons defire to die their Death, without 
iving the Life they lead ; let us lay = 
e 
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thoſe deluding Hopes, and preſs after higher De- 
of Holinefs, that our Hope may bear us 

up in Diſtreſs, — us in Death, and oc- 
caſion to us an abundant Entrance into the ever- 
beſting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
rift. | 
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£ ' Sermon preached at Dover, March the roth. 


1725. on Occaſion of reading the Brief fot 

e. Diſtreſſed Proteſtants in the Greater Poland, and 
Poliſh Pruſſia. By John Billingſley. Printed for K 
Ford at the Angel in the Ponltry, and fold by J. Har- 
ſon near the Royal Exchange. 1717. Price 4 d. 


